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St. Michael Catholic Church 

The Epiphany of the Lord 

January 8, 2023 
Sometimes we need a little help. Would the shepherds have been impressed to find 

Mary, Joseph, and the child Jesus if the angels had not explained what was happening? 

Would the Magi have made that long journey without the star and some evidence of 

what they were trying to encounter? They would have just thought it was a poor, vaga-

bond family—unimpressive and unassuming like their own lives as shepherds or Magi. 

Yet the angels opened them to a reality they would never have imagined or perceived. 

In my life, God has also sent me angels who help me discover him: the faith of a parent 

or grandparent, the sweet, innocent faith of a child, the good example of a friend, a 

teacher, a priest or a nun, the example of our Holy Father. Mary also teaches me to 

discover God in her Son. Do I thank God for these angels that he has sent me? Do I fol-

low their advice and look for Christ in the simple, ordinary circumstances of my life? 
 

In a symphony, the first movement only hints at the central theme. Mary had first 

heard this theme from the angel Gabriel. Now the shepherds take up this theme—the 

hymn of the angels—and even though the shepherds play their part with great enthu-

siasm, it probably makes very little noise outside the little town of Bethlehem. Yet the 

song had begun, and it would grow to a crescendo as Christ lived out his mission. His-

tory unfolds God’s mysterious plan of salvation. I am part of that history, of that sym-

phony. Do I do my best to continue Mary’s song, God’s song, by living my commit-

ments and taking part in apostolate? 
 

And His name will be “God saves.” Mary and Joseph take up the hymn. They know the 

secret: this child will save Israel and will save all mankind. They begin to explain to the 

world, using an ancient name, Joshua (Yeshua), a name that now becomes not just a 

promise but a person. This is God’s new name. This is Our God: God Saves. He is not 

merely a God who is the source of everything. Our God is intimately committed to us, 

and he puts himself “in the line of fire” to save us. Man had suspected that God was 

Creator, and the Jews had received the surprise of his friendship, but neither Gentile 

nor Jew dreamed that God was also this type of love. Do I dare to dream of God’s 

goodness? Do I let Christ give me peace and hope in the midst of this despairing 

world? 
 

God bless, 

Fr. Cory Rohlfing 

Sunday Mass - 8 am 

Wednesday Mass - 5 pm 
Theresa VanZuilen 

Confessions -  

Second Wednesday of the month after Mass 

Fourth Sunday of the month after Mass 



Welcome to all those visiting us today.  We invite everyone to continue to celebrate Mass with us at St. 

Michael’s.  Please let the parish office know if we can be of assistance to you. 

Saints of the week 

January 13 - St. Hilary 

 

CONTRIBUTIONS  

January 1, 2023 

Adult Envelopes:   $    1510.00  

Loose Plate:    $      136.00 

 

Divine Mercy Mass schedule: 

Sunday - 8 am, 10 am,  

   12 pm (Spanish), 5 PM 

Monday - 5:30 pm 

Tuesday - 8:30 am 

Wednesday - 8:30 am IC 

                        10:20 am IC  

Thursday - 8:30 am 

Friday - 8:30 am 

Saturday - 8:30 am, 4 pm 

We pray for all our parishioners, families and friends who are in need of physical or spiritual healing, 

especially, Anne Haynes, Bryce Young, Don Graunke, Marian Spindler, Reymundo Ramirez, Thomas Eilen,  

Shelly DeMars, John and Deb Truman, Dave Schmitz, and Sophia Dawson. 

We pray for those in the Armed forces, especially Sergio Jr & Angela Rodriguez, Zury Hoaglund, and Zane 

Hoaglund. 

IMPORTANT UPCOMING DATES 
 

January 11 - Confessions 5:30 pm 

 

January 13 - Holy Hour of Reparation 6:00-7:00 am 

 

January 15 - Breakfast Sunday D-F-K-T 

 

January 16 - Parish Council 7:00 pm  

 

January 20 - Holy Hour of Reparation 6:00-7:00 am 

 

January 22 - Confessions 9:00 am 

 

January 27 - Holy Hour of Reparation 6:00-7:00 am 

LITURGICAL SCHEDULE 

January 15 

Reader: Laura Chmelik 

Ushers: Tim Karl & Greg Dapper 

Servers: Mark Mund & Serenity Overholt 

 

January 8 

Reader: Donna Lexvold 

Ushers: Jason Hoaglund & Tim LaCanne 

Servers: Ryan LaCanne & Christian LaCanne 

 

January money counters:  

 Marv Donkers & David Mund 

St. Michael the Archangel, defend us in battle, be our protection against the wickedness and snares of the 

devil. May God rebuke him we humbly pray; and do thou, O Prince of the Heavenly host, by the power of 

God, cast into hell Satan and all the evil spirits who prowl about the world seeking the ruin of souls. 

Amen.  



Community Events/News 

•Respect Life Mass on Sunday, January 22, noon, at the Cathedral of Saint Paul. This Mass commemorates 
the millions of lives lost to abortion and the many women and men wounded by abortion’s aftermath. It is 
also an opportunity to recognize those who exemplify pro-life work in our local communities with the Saint 
John Paul II Champion for Life Award. 

Mardi Gras Bingo 

February 19th - 2 pm 
Please join us for our annual Mardi Gras Bingo party! 

Sign-up sheets are available on the bulletin board in the atrium for volunteers to help the day of the bingo 

party and for donations. Your support is greatly appreciated. 

Please remember to make a basket for the silent auction. The baskets are an important part of the bingo par-

ty and help to make it more successful. Baskets can be brought to the office at any time. Thank you! 

We have a book available to write your personal intentions that you would like prayed for during prayer 

group. The book is available on the table in the atrium. Please also feel free to call or email the parish office 

to have your intentions added to the book. 

Anyone is welcome to come to prayer group on Mondays at St. Michael’s from 4-5 pm. No commitment 

needed. You’re welcome to come any Monday and pray. 

Altar Servers needed! 

Altar servers have the privilege of assisting the priest in the sanctuary during the Mass and other liturgical 

functions. Would you be willing to serve our parish in this capacity? We are looking for people of all ages to 

help in this important role. Please contact the parish office for more information. 

Due to an extended delay in production we still have not received the 2023 contribution envelopes. As soon 

as they arrive they will be available to be picked up in the atrium.  

There are blank envelopes in the pews with pens for you to write your name on an envelope to put in the 

collection. Thank you for your understanding. 




