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St. Michael Catholic Church 

Solemnity of the Blessed Virgin Mary, the Mother of God 

January 1, 2023 
God often starts his greatest works secretly and in small ways. To establish the People 

of Israel, he called Abram to leave his home, yet his descendants would be as numer-

ous as the stars in the sky (cf. Genesis 15:5). To bring Israel out of Egypt, he spoke to 

Moses from the burning bush (cf. Exodus 3:5). The miraculous wonders in Egypt fol-

lowed. Now, what was perhaps the greatest moment in all of human history, God be-

coming man, was initially communicated to only one person, Mary. If we could some-

how visualize the spiritual impact of the Incarnation, it would be like a burst of light 

emanating from the Blessed Mother and enveloping the whole earth. Later, angels 

would praise the Emmanuel, demons would fear him, and men would both vilify and 

follow him. For now, however, at the Annunciation, all remained quiet, unnoticed.  

 

We can take God’s respect for human liberty for granted and, at times, even complain 

about it: “Why does he let people do such things?” It is an act of humility of staggering 

proportion for the Creator to care about, much less respect, the free choices of his 

creatures. As he reminded an impertinent Job, “Where were you when I founded the 

earth?  Tell me, if you have understanding” (Job 38:4). What does God owe us? Never-

theless, he listens attentively to us, and solicits a free response to his invitations. Now 

he approaches a young girl to ask her to be the mother of his Son. The humility of God 

the Son becoming man was preceded by the humility of God the Father requesting a 

favor from his creature, Mary. 

 

In response to God’s invitation, man may either harden his heart, as did many of the 

Pharisees, or humbly obey, as Mary did. However, indifference to a clear call from God 

is not possible. A person must choose. That choice sets us on a path either with or 

against God (cf. Matthew 12:30). As the example of the rich young man shows us, an 

enthusiastic inquiry and a respectful demeanor does not change the essence of a re-

fusal to do God’s will (Mark 10:22). Thankfully, in this life God gives us more than one 

chance. However, what is a conversion if not changing your “no” to a “yes”? Here, 

Mary in all simplicity and humility responds with a “yes.” Her “yes” remains constant 

throughout her life. How pleasing to God her unconditional surrender must have been. 

 

Happy Feast of The Mother of God, 

Fr. Cory Rohlfing 

Sunday Mass - 8 am 

Communion Service - Wednesday at 5 pm 
followed by Adoration until 6:30 pm 

Confessions -  

Second Wednesday of the month after Mass 

Fourth Sunday of the month after Mass 



Welcome to all those visiting us today.  We invite everyone to continue to celebrate Mass with us at St. 

Michael’s.  Please let the parish office know if we can be of assistance to you. 

Saints of the week 

January 2 - St. Basil the Great and 

St. Gregory Nazianzen 

January 4 - St. Elizabeth Ann Seton 

January 5 - St. John Neumann 

January 6 - St. André Bessette 

January 7 - St. Raymond of Penyafort 

CONTRIBUTIONS  

December 25, 2022 

Adult Envelopes:   $    3341.00  

Loose Plate:    $      214.00 

November online giving   $    1070.00    

Divine Mercy Mass schedule: 

Sunday - 8 am, 10 am,  

   12 pm (Spanish), 5 PM 

Monday - 5:30 pm 

Tuesday - 8:30 am 

Wednesday - 8:30 am IC 

                        10:20 am IC  

Thursday - 8:30 am 

Friday - 8:30 am 

Saturday - 8:30 am, 4 pm 

We pray for all our parishioners, families and friends who are in need of physical or spiritual healing, 

especially, Anne Haynes, Bryce Young, Don Graunke, Marian Spindler, Reymundo Ramirez, Thomas Eilen,  

Shelly DeMars, John and Deb Truman, Dave Schmitz, and Sophia Dawson. 

We pray for those in the Armed forces, especially Sergio Jr & Angela Rodriguez, Zury Hoaglund, and Zane 

Hoaglund. 

IMPORTANT UPCOMING DATES 
 

January 6 - Holy Hour of Reparation 6:00-7:00 am 

 

January 8 - Adoration 9:00 am 

 

January 11 - Confessions 5:30 pm 

 

January 13 - Holy Hour of Reparation 6:00-7:00 am 

 

January 15 - Breakfast Sunday D-F-K-T 

 

January 16 - Parish Council 7:00 pm  

 

January 20 - Holy Hour of Reparation 6:00-7:00 am 

LITURGICAL SCHEDULE 

January 8 

Reader: Mike Chase 

Ushers: Marv Donkers & Tim Donkers 

Servers: Greyson Overholt & Christian LaCanne 

 

January 15 

Reader: Laura Chmelik 

Ushers: Tim Karl & Greg Dapper 

Servers: Mark Mund & Serenity Overholt 

 

January money counters:  

 Marv Donkers & David Mund 

St. Michael the Archangel, defend us in battle, be our protection against the wickedness and snares of the 

devil. May God rebuke him we humbly pray; and do thou, O Prince of the Heavenly host, by the power of 

God, cast into hell Satan and all the evil spirits who prowl about the world seeking the ruin of souls. 

Amen.  



Adoration will be on Wednesday evening following the Communion Service.  Please come and 

spend some time before the Blessed Sacrament. 

Can you spare a little bit of your time and your talents to help at St. Michael’s?  We are in need of ushers, 

lectors, servers, and money counters. These volunteer opportunities require very little time commitment, 

but would be a tremendous help and service to the church. Ushers and money counters do need to complete 

a background check and code of conduct online. Contact the office for more information. 

We have a book available to write your personal intentions that you would like prayed for during prayer 

group. The book is available on the table in the atrium. Please also feel free to call or email the parish office 

to have your intentions added to the book. 

Anyone is welcome to come to prayer group on Mondays at St. Michael’s from 4-5 pm. No commitment 

needed. You’re welcome to come any Monday and pray. 

Altar Servers needed! 

Altar servers have the privilege of assisting the priest in the sanctuary during the Mass and other liturgical 

functions. Would you be willing to serve our parish in this capacity? We are looking for people of all ages to 

help in this important role. Please contact the parish office for more information. 

Due to an extended delay in production we still have not received the 2023 contribution envelopes. As soon 

as they arrive they will be available to be picked up in the atrium.  

There are blank envelopes in the pews with pens for you to write your name on an envelope to put in the 

collection.  

Thank you for your understanding. 

Due to the holiday season and allowing sufficient time to plan for the January breakfast, the schedule will be 

altered. The breakfast will be the third Sunday, January 15.  




