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Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
July 3, 2022
Spiritual Rock Stars: Sts. Peter and Paul are arguably the most important and influential men in the Church
and the world, one our first pope and the other an apostle to the Gentiles. What made them great was not
their talent, personalities, or intelligence. They were leaders and saints because they cooperated with the
Holy Spirit to do the will of the Lord. We can see an example of Peter's sensitivity to the Spirit. He declared
Jesus was the son of God, and Jesus called him “Blessed,” adding, “Flesh and blood has not revealed this to
you, but my heavenly Father.” We need not have a superior intelligence or a winning personality to become a saint. We will be holy to the degree we cooperate with the Holy Spirit in fulfilling God’s will for our
lives.
We are introduced to Peter, the Rock. No longer Simon, Peter is now the foundation of the new Church and
the keeper of the keys to the Kingdom of Heaven. We can imagine Peter’s awe at having had such a powerful experience of the Spirit, his surprise at the words of Jesus’ anointing, and perhaps a bit of trepidation at
the responsibility to bind and loose, if he even understood it at that moment. Peter’s whole ministry was
ahead of him and he likely felt zealous and empowered. We can presume so, because a few verses later
Peter was rebuked by Jesus when he boldly objected to the prediction of Jesus’ Passion (Matthew 16:2223). In today’s second reading we heard Paul speaking toward the end of his ministry about being “poured
out like a libation” (2 Timothy 4:6). Paul was looking back over his life’s work, affirming “the Lord stood by
me and gave me strength, so that through me the proclamation might be completed, and all the Gentiles
might hear it” (2 Timothy 4:17). Their story of their journey from obscurity to sainthood is our story, too.
Like Peter and Paul, we one day awoke to the spirit-filled realization we are personally, unconditionally
loved by God. Over time, we exchanged our initial zealousness for a faithful determination to accomplish
our unique unrepeatable mission. We are strengthened by prayer, the sacraments, and our community of
believers, until one day we say, like St. Paul, “I have competed well; I have finished the race; I have kept the
faith.” As we work day after day in the Church’s field hospital (Pope Francis, Feb. 5, 2015), may we draw
consolation from these words of St. Paul: “From now on the crown of righteousness awaits me, which the
Lord, the just judge, will award to me on that day, and not only to me, but to all who have longed for his
appearance” (2 Timothy 4: 6-8).
The Papacy: Jesus gave Peter the keys to the Kingdom of Heaven and the power to bind and loose. With
these few words, Jesus revealed much about the future Roman Catholic Church. According to the Catechism 553, “The ‘power of the keys’ designates authority to govern the house of God, which is the Church.
Jesus, the Good Shepherd, confirmed this mandate after his Resurrection: ‘Feed my sheep.’ The power to
‘bind and loose’ connotes the authority to absolve sins, to pronounce doctrinal judgments, and to make
disciplinary decisions in the Church. Jesus entrusted this authority to the Church through the ministry of the
Apostles and in particular through the ministry of Peter, the only one to whom he specifically entrusted the
keys of the Kingdom.” Since these words were spoken by Jesus, there has been an unbroken succession of
popes leading our Church. We pray for our Holy Father at every Mass and, out of love for the Church, we
also include his intentions in our personal prayer.
God bless,
Fr. Cory Rohlfing

Welcome to all those visiting us today. We invite everyone to continue to celebrate Mass with us at St.
Michael’s. Please let the parish office know if we can be of assistance to you.
CONTRIBUTIONS
June 26, 2022
Adult Envelopes:
$ 1580.00
Loose Plate:
$
50.00

Saints of the week
July 3 - St. Thomas
July 5 - St. Elizabeth of Portugal
July 5 - St. Anthony Zaccaria
July 6 - St. Maria Goretti

LITURGICAL SCHEDULE
July 10
Reader:
Ushers:
Servers:

Donna Lexvold
Tim LaCanne & Tom Coffman
Serenity Overholt & Allina Mendoza

IMPORTANT UPCOMING DATES
July 13 - Confessions 5:30 pm
July 17 - Donuts after Mass
July 18 - Parish Council 7:00 pm

July 17
Reader:
Ushers:
Servers:

Divine Mercy Mass schedule:
Sunday - 8 am, 10 am,
12 pm (Spanish), 5 PM
Monday - 5:30 pm
Tuesday - 8:30 am
Wednesday - 8:30 am
Thursday - 8:30 am
Friday - 8:30 am
Saturday - 8:30 am, 4 pm

Penelope Parrish
Keith Schrader & Greg Dapper
Ryan LaCanne & Izzy Chmelik

July money counters:
Mary Baier & Georgia Quamme

July 24 - Confessions 9:00 am
August 10 - Confessions 5:30 pm
August 28 - Confessions 9:00 am

We pray for all our parishioners, families and friends who are in need of physical or spiritual healing,
especially, Anne Haynes, Bryce Young, Don Graunke, Marian Spindler, Reymundo Ramirez, and Thomas Eilen.
We pray for those in the Armed forces, especially Sergio Jr & Angela Rodriguez, Zury Hoaglund, and Zane
Hoaglund.
St. Michael the Archangel, defend us in battle, be our protection against the wickedness and snares of the
devil. May God rebuke him we humbly pray; and do thou, O Prince of the Heavenly host, by the power of
God, cast into hell Satan and all the evil spirits who prowl about the world seeking the ruin of souls.
Amen.

REGISTER NOW for VBS!
July 27 – 29, 2022
8:30 am - 11:30 am

Knights of North Castle
Registration forms are available in the atrium or the parish office.
Deadline to register is July 11.
Cost: $15/child or $45/family
Join us for a great week!

Adult volunteers are also greatly needed to make VBS a success. Please sign-up on the youth
bulletin board or contact the office for more information.
Donated food items are needed for snacks during the week of VBS. Please check the wall next to the youth
bulletin board for items you may be able to help with. Thank you!

Faith Formation teachers needed! Please consider helping our youth learn the Catholic faith by being a Faith Formation teacher for the 2022-2023 school year. Faith Formation classes meet on Sunday mornings from 9-10 am. Contact JoAnn or the parish
office for information or to volunteer. Thank you!
Parking Lot Campaign
Current amount in fund: $63,000.

We continue to raise funds for replacement of the parking lot. We have signed a contract for the project to
be completed during 2022. Thank you to all for your support of St. Michael’s!

