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Fourth Sunday of Easter
May 8, 2022
Christ had just revealed to his followers his divine plan to become “living” bread. The Eucharist was to be his way of uniting intimately to each one of us from generation to generation. Jews of that era had been taught not to consume the blood of animals, so this was a
difficult moment for them. “Does this shock you?”, Jesus asked. What would have happened if someone in the crowd answered simply and humbly, “Yes, Lord. Could you explain further? I want to learn.” Instead, they murmured among themselves. What do we
do when we find ourselves challenged by a tenet of Church teaching? Do we spend time
praying, studying, inquiring, and humbly seeking the truth? Do we take our struggle to
Christ, admitting we are shocked, burdened, confused, or angry? He welcomes our angst
and suffers with us as he gently guides us to truth.
Jesus worked tirelessly in ministry, suffered in agony, and hung on a cross even though he
knew people would reject him. And some of those who rejected him would do so not because of misunderstanding, but because they chose not to believe—they wanted their
own way. Not only would individual souls reject him, but Jesus also knew some would actively collaborate with darkness to betray him—and still do. Yet, he suffered anyway. Even
his friends, those of us with whom Jesus celebrates this Easter Season, let him down at
least seven times a day (Proverbs 24:16). What magnanimity Our Lord shows us in this
moment. Although some of his disciples walked away, Jesus was not deterred from the
Father’s plan for our redemption. In fact, he would have died for just one of us!
Many of Jesus’ disciples returned to their “former way of life,'' in other words, life without
Christ. It can be easy to live without Christ when life is joyful. However, life can seem unbearable when we try to suffer without him. Only by faith can we find joy in suffering. The
saints bear witness to this: “All the pleasures of the world are nothing compared with the
sweetness found in the gall and vinegar offered to Jesus Christ. That is, hard and painful
things endured for Jesus Christ and with Jesus Christ” (St. Ignatius of Loyola). “From the
moment I came to love suffering, it ceased to be a suffering for me. Suffering is the daily
food of my soul” (St. Faustina). When we are afraid of suffering, we can take consolation
in what Jesus told St. Faustina: “Do not be afflicted if your heart often experiences repugnance and dislike for sacrifice. All its power rests in the will, and so these contrary feelings,
far from lowering the value of the sacrifice in my eyes, will enhance it.”
God bless,
Fr. Cory Rohlfing

Welcome to all those visiting us today. We invite everyone to continue to celebrate Mass with us at St.
Michael’s. Please let the parish office know if we can be of assistance to you.
CONTRIBUTIONS
May 1, 2022
Adult Envelopes:
$ 1240.00
Loose Plate:
$
97.00

Saints of the week
May 12 - St. Nereus and St. Achilleus
St. Pancras
May 14 - St. Matthias
May 15 - St. Isidore the Farmer

LITURGICAL SCHEDULE
May 15
Reader:
Ushers:
Servers:

Penelope Parrish
Bruce & Laurie Chmelik
Mark Mund & Jett Smith

IMPORTANT UPCOMING DATES
May 11 - Confessions 5:30 pm
May 16 - Parish Council 7:00 pm
May 22 - Confessions 9:00 am

May 22
Reader:
Ushers:
Servers:

Divine Mercy Mass schedule:
Sunday - 8 am, 10 am,
12 pm (Spanish), 5 PM
Monday - 5:30 pm
Tuesday - 8:30 am
Wednesday - 8:30 am IC
10:30 am IC
Thursday - 8:30 am
Friday - 8:30 am
Saturday - 8:30 am, 4 pm

Georgia Quamme
Toom Coffman & Tim Karl
Greyson Overholt & Serenity Overholt

May money counters:
Brydie LaCanne & Lisa Karl

May 30 - Memorial Mass at cemetery 10:00 am
June 8 - Confessions 5:30 pm
June 26 - Confessions 9:00 am

We pray for all our parishioners, families and friends who are in need of physical or spiritual healing,
especially, Anne Haynes, Bryce Young, Don Graunke, Marian Spindler, Reymundo Ramirez, Mavrick Eilen, and
Thomas Eilen.
We pray for those in the Armed forces, especially Sergio Jr & Angela Rodriguez, Zury Hoaglund, and Zane
Hoaglund.
St. Michael the Archangel, defend us in battle, be our protection against the wickedness and snares of the
devil. May God rebuke him we humbly pray; and do thou, O Prince of the Heavenly host, by the power of
God, cast into hell Satan and all the evil spirits who prowl about the world seeking the ruin of souls.
Amen.

Flowers for Mother's Day

Begonias, African violets, and mini-roses will be available before and after Mass on Mother's Day, May 8.
A $10 donation is suggested to support the work of Minnesota Citizens Concerned for Life (MCCL).
Can you help lead the Rosary on Sunday mornings before Mass? Looking for people to lead beginning about
7:40 am on a substitute basis. Please contact the parish office if you can help with this ministry. Thank you.
Parking Lot Campaign
Current amount in fund: $45,200.
We are well underway in our current project of replacing the parking lot. The parking lot has been deteriorating rapidly the past few years and has come to the point where it is now a concern and in some places a
hazard. We ask that you continue to prayerfully discern if you can contribute to this campaign.
Thank you to everyone who donated to the Living Water project. The total collected to date is $1,221.33!
Your generosity will make a huge impact on many lives in Kitui.
If you still want to donate there is still some time to bring it in to the parish office. Thank you!
The Memorial Day Mass will be held on Monday, May 30 at 10:00 am at the St. Michael Cemetery.
Please bring a lawn chair.
If inclement weather the Mass will be held at the Church.

Community Events/News
•Please plan to attend the Pregnancy Options, all you can eat pancake breakfast on Saturday, May 14 from 7
-11am. Breakfast includes sausage, milk, juice, coffee and of course All You Can Eat Pancakes. Adults (11and
up) $10 ($11 at the door), children 4-10 $6, and 3 and under free. You can purchase tickets from Kay Keller,
507-330-4559, call Gina at 332-7644, or in the St. Michael’s parish office.
•Rural Life Sunday - June 26, 1:30 p.m., hosted at the Jack and Debbie Lorentz Family Farm, 12670 270th St.
E., Cannon Falls (Host parish: St. Pius V, Cannon Falls). Archbishop Hebda will celebrate Mass outdoors. Enjoy
a box lunch and hotdogs following Mass (free will offering gratefully accepted), plus music, children’s activities and games.

