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Third Sunday of Easter
May 1, 2022
John 6:1-15: John set the stage for this miracle, noting, “The Jewish feast of the Passover
was near.” Immediately, we are invited to draw a correlation between this miracle and the
Passover, which Jesus would bring to fulfillment in his own flesh, and which we continue
to live with intensity during this Easter season. In this sense, the miracle recounted in today’s passage is eminently Eucharistic. Although we were not among the hungry crowd
delighted by the abundance of fish and bread, our experience may not be so different
from theirs. At Mass, we observe the miracle of an abundance of Eucharistic bread, broken and distributed by Jesus in the personhood of his priest to the hungry crowd. “You
come to me and unite yourself intimately to me under the form of nourishment. Your
Blood now runs in mine, your soul, Incarnate God, compenetrates mine, giving courage
and support. What miracles! Who would have ever imagined such!" (St. Maximilian Kolbe).
What must have been in Jesus’ heart, as he looked upon this crowd and knew that his own
Passover was drawing near? Perhaps we could read today’s passage in light of the verses
from John 3, which have been carrying us through this week. Jesus, our light and love,
looked out over the crowd. His heart was moved to pity as he turned to his apostles, asking them to assist him, inviting them to a deeper faith. He fed the crowds superabundantly. In return, he sought only to be loved as the Son of God. This is Jesus who came not to
condemn us but to save us. He who gave us his own flesh to eat: what would he not do for
our salvation, for the life of the world?
What began as, “What good are these for so many?” became, “Gather the fragments left
over, so that nothing will be wasted.” This miracle came about because the Apostles trusted in the Lord who asked for their few resources. When they brought their meager offerings to be blessed by him (again, this passage foretells of the Eucharist, which Jesus would
also take, bless, break, and give [Matthew 26:26]), those offerings became life-giving to
others. Our Lord delights to work with our poverty to bring about his Kingdom. Let us take
heart, trusting that he will never laugh at the littleness we can offer, but wishes, rather, to
bless it for the life of the world. “Be patient because the weaknesses of the body are given
to us in this world by God for the salvation of the soul. So they are of great merit when
they are borne patiently” (St. Francis of Assisi).
God bless,
Fr. Cory Rohlfing

Welcome to all those visiting us today. We invite everyone to continue to celebrate Mass with us at St.
Michael’s. Please let the parish office know if we can be of assistance to you.
CONTRIBUTIONS
April 24, 2022
Adult Envelopes:
$ 1206.00
Loose Plate:
$ 130.30
March online giving
$ 990.00

Saints of the week
May 2 - St. Athanasius
May 3 - St. Philip and St. James

LITURGICAL SCHEDULE
May 8
Reader:
Ushers:
Servers:

Lou Breimhurst
Tim LaCanne & Greg Dapper
Allina Mendoza & Ryan LaCanne

IMPORTANT UPCOMING DATES
May 1 - Confirmation at St. Wenceslaus 2:00 pm
May 11 - Confessions 5:30 pm
May 16 - Parish Council 7:00 pm

May 15
Reader:
Ushers:
Servers:

Divine Mercy Mass schedule:
Sunday - 8 am, 10 am,
12 pm (Spanish), 5 PM
Monday - 5:30 pm
Tuesday - 8:30 am
Wednesday - 8:30 am IC
10:30 am IC
Thursday - 8:30 am
Friday - 8:30 am
Saturday - 8:30 am, 4 pm

Penelope Parrish
Bruce & Laurie Chmelik
Mark Mund & Jett Smith

May money counters:
Brydie LaCanne & Lisa Karl

May 22 - Confessions 9:00 am
May 30 - Memorial Mass at cemetery 10:00 am
June 8 - Confessions 5:30 pm

We pray for all our parishioners, families and friends who are in need of physical or spiritual healing,
especially, Anne Haynes, Bryce Young, Don Graunke, Marian Spindler, Reymundo Ramirez, Mavrick Eilen, and
Thomas Eilen.
We pray for those in the Armed forces, especially Sergio Jr & Angela Rodriguez, Zury Hoaglund, and Zane
Hoaglund.
St. Michael the Archangel, defend us in battle, be our protection against the wickedness and snares of the
devil. May God rebuke him we humbly pray; and do thou, O Prince of the Heavenly host, by the power of
God, cast into hell Satan and all the evil spirits who prowl about the world seeking the ruin of souls.
Amen.

Please keep our youth who will be Confirmed today in your prayers.

Molly Bauer
Noah Bauer
Isabella Chmelik
Jenna Cook

Ryan LaCanne
Allina Mendoza
Greyson Overholt
Jett Smith

Creator Spirit, strengthen these youth with your gifts of grace, to love and serve as disciples of Christ. Grant
that they may grow into the fullness of the stature of Christ. Fill them with the joy of your presence. Increase
in them the fruit of your Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of love, patience and gentleness, the spirit of wonder and true holiness.

Parking Lot Campaign
Current amount in fund: $45,200.
We are well underway in our current project of replacing the parking lot. The parking lot has been deteriorating rapidly the past few years and has come to the point where it is now a concern and in some places a
hazard. We ask that you continue to prayerfully discern if you can contribute to this campaign.
Can you help lead the Rosary on Sunday mornings before Mass? Looking for people to lead beginning about
7:40 am on a substitute basis. Please contact the parish office if you can help with this ministry. Thank you.
Flowers for Mother's Day

Begonias, African violets, and mini-roses will be available before and after Mass on Mother's Day, May 8.
A $10 donation is suggested to support the work of Minnesota Citizens Concerned for Life (MCCL).
World Day of Prayer
May 7, 2022
For I know well the plans I have in mind for you…Jer 29:11
This years World Day of Prayer is to be held at Kenyon United Methodist Church on May 7th at 10:30 am.
This years service is brought to us by the WDP Committee of England, Wales, and Northern Ireland. After the
service a salad luncheon will be provided. Please bring paper products, including feminine hygiene products,
as donations for the All Seasons Food Shelf. A collection will be taken with half going to the World Day of
Prayer and half for Ukraine relief.
Community Events/News
•Please plan to attend the Pregnancy Options, all you can eat pancake breakfast on Saturday, May 14 from 7
-11am. Breakfast includes sausage, milk, juice, coffee and of course All You Can Eat Pancakes. Adults (11and
up) $10 ($11 at the door), children 4-10 $6, and 3 and under free. You can purchase tickets from Kay Keller,
507-330-4559, call Gina at 332-7644, or in the St. Michael’s parish office.
•Rural Life Sunday - June 26, 1:30 p.m., hosted at the Jack and Debbie Lorentz Family Farm, 12670 270th St.
E., Cannon Falls (Host parish: St. Pius V, Cannon Falls). Archbishop Hebda will celebrate Mass outdoors. Enjoy
a box lunch and hotdogs following Mass (free will offering gratefully accepted), plus music, children’s activities and games.

