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St. Michael Catholic Church 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 

December 19, 2021 
 

Jesus said to the crowds: “Amen, I say to you, among those born of women there has 

been none greater than John the Baptist; yet the least in the Kingdom of Heaven is 

greater than he. From the days of John the Baptist until now, the Kingdom of Heaven 

suffers violence, and the violent are taking it by force. All the prophets and the law 

prophesied up to the time of John. And if you are willing to accept it, he is Elijah, the 

one who is to come. Whoever has ears ought to hear.” Mathew 11:11-15 

  

Entering this passage, we are reminded of how great the love of Jesus for his cousin 

John must have been. He felt love for a cousin, a friend, and also a Son who has so gen-

uinely and generously given everything to God—love in response to love. When we 

encounter Jesus in prayer, he wants to love us as sons and daughters of the Father the 

way he loved John. Advent, the start of the Church’s liturgical year, is a time of new 

beginning. What newness might we find in our relationship with God and living of our 

faith this Advent? Let us linger here in prayer and ask God to reveal and to give us the 

grace to respond in love, as John did, to whatever he may ask of us.  

 

Today, there is no shortage–on the contrary, there seems to be an increase–of vio-

lence and division. It may prompt us to take another look at what God promises and 

what he doesn’t. Jesus showed us by his public ministry that he did not come to estab-

lish a perfect political or cultural society. He came to make his Kingdom in hearts open 

to his love. Yes, we see violence and sorrow in this world, but there is no heart that he 

himself will not enter, suffer with, and in so doing, redeem—if he is invited in. This tru-

ly is something new and wonderful. 

 

“If you are willing to, accept it,” Jesus told his apostles. He did not force an answer 

from them. This God, who so desires our love, respects and even submits himself to 

our freedom: “Behold, I stand at the door and knock,” Jesus told us in Revelation 3:20. 

May we open the door and accept this invitation that Jesus comes to offer, even if we 

don’t entirely comprehend it.  

 

God bless, 

Fr. Cory Rohlfing 

Sunday Mass - 8 am 

Wednesday Mass - 5 pm  
Ron Dohmen † 

Confessions -  

Second Wednesday of the month after Mass 

Fourth Sunday of the month after Mass 



Welcome to all those visiting us today.  We invite everyone to continue to celebrate Mass with us at St. 

Michael’s.  Please let the parish office know if we can be of assistance to you. 

Saints of the week 

December 21 - St. Peter Canisius 

December 23 - St. John of Kanty 

St. Marie Marguerite d’Youville 

CONTRIBUTIONS  

December 12, 2021 

Adult Envelopes: $    1140.00 

Loose Plate:  $        80.54  

 

We pray for all our parishioners, families and friends who are in need of physical or spiritual healing, 

especially, Anne Haynes, Bryce Young, Don Graunke, Marian Spindler, Donna Hollund, and Mike “Mac” 

McDonald. 

We pray for those in the Armed forces, especially Sergio Jr & Angela Rodriguez, Zury Hoaglund, and Zane 

Hoaglund. 

IMPORTANT UPCOMING DATES 

 

December 24 - Christmas Eve Mass 4:00 pm 

 

December 25 - Christmas Day Mass 8:00 am 

 

December 26 - Confessions 9:00 am 

 

January 12 - Confessions 5:30 pm 

 

January 17 - Parish Council 7:00 pm 

 

January 23 - Confessions 9:00 am 

 

February 9 - Confessions 5:30 pm 

LITURGICAL SCHEDULE 

December 24 - Christmas Eve Mass 4 pm  

Reader: Georgia Quamme 

Ushers: Greg Dapper & Marv Donkers 

Servers: Sebastian Timm & Ryan LaCanne 

 

December 25 - Christmas Mass 8 am  

Reader: Bruce Chmelik 

Ushers: Keith Schrader & Jason Hoaglund 

Servers: Serenity Overholt & Greyson Overholt 

 

December 26  

Reader: Laura Chmelik 

Ushers: Tim Karl & Tim Donkers 

Servers: Izzy Chmelik & Jett Smith 

 

January 2  

Reader: Donna Lexvold 

Ushers: Bruce & Laura Chmelik 

Servers: Serenity Overholt & Mark Mund 

 

December money counters:  

 Pam Hegseth & Terry LaCanne 

St. Michael the Archangel, defend us in battle, be our protection against the wickedness and snares of the 

devil. May God rebuke him we humbly pray; and do thou, O Prince of the Heavenly host, by the power of 

God, cast into hell Satan and all the evil spirits who prowl about the world seeking the ruin of souls. 

Amen.  



For tax purposes per IRS guidelines, all contributions for 2021 must be received in or postmarked by Decem-

ber 31, 2021. Contributions received in 2022 but earmarked for 2021 will be added to your 2022 contribution 

record. St. Michael’s must record the donation based on DATE RECEIVED, regardless of when the check is 

dated. Contact the parish office with questions. 

The 2022 contribution envelopes are ready to be picked up in the atrium. 

*Please note there are no children envelopes. If you would like envelopes for your child(ren) please contact 

the parish office and we will be happy to get you a box. 

Eternal rest come unto him 

    Jerry  

  Dummer 

and let His perpetual light shine upon him. 

Thank you to everyone who donated to the Goodhue County Christmas Project.  Your generosity has helped 

make one family’s Christmas even brighter.  May God bless you! 

Have you discontinued your landline?  Have you changed your phone numbers?   

Please update your contact information with the parish office if it has changed.  Thank you! 

Parking Lot Campaign 

We ask that you continue to prayerfully discern if you can contribute to this campaign.   

Current amount in fund: $34,700.00. 

Divine Mercy Christmas Mass Schedule 

Christmas Eve: 

4:00 pm 

7:30 pm (Spanish) 

10:00 pm 
 

Christmas Day: 

8:00 am 

10:00 am 

Catholics killed after bus plunges into river in Kenya 

At least 33 people, including children, were killed  on their way to a wedding, in a tragic accident involving a 

bus falling into a river in southeastern Kenya. 

More than 60 people were on the bus in the Diocese of Kitui on December 4, when the coach plunged into 

the Enziu River as it tried to cross a submerged bridge. 

Reports say that around 20 members of a Catholic parish's St. Cecilia Choir, two religious brothers, and sev-

eral flower girls are among the dead, all of whom were supposed to be guests at a wedding at St. Joseph 

Nuu Parish in the Diocese of Kitui, a territory east of Nairobi, which serves over 230,000 Catholics. 

The Center for Mission will be collecting funds to help offset the medical costs and funeral expenses of those 

affected by this tragedy. Anyone who would like to donate can make their check out to the Center for Mis-

sion, indicating “Mwingi Support” in the memo line, and mail it to Center for Mission, 777 Forest St., St. Paul, 

MN 55106. 




