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Third Sunday of Advent
December 12, 2021
The feast in honor of Our Lady of Guadalupe goes back to the 16th century. Chronicles of that
period tell us the story.
A poor Indian named Cuauhtlatohuac was baptized and given the name Juan Diego. He was a 57year-old widower, and lived in a small village near Mexico City. On Saturday morning December 9,
1531, he was on his way to a nearby barrio to attend Mass in honor of Our Lady.
Juan was walking by a hill called Tepeyac when he heard beautiful music like the warbling of birds.
A radiant cloud appeared, and within it stood an Indian maiden dressed like an Aztec princess. The
lady spoke to him in his own language and sent him to the bishop of Mexico, a Franciscan named
Juan de Zumarraga. The bishop was to build a chapel in the place where the lady appeared.
Eventually the bishop told Juan to have the lady give him a sign. About this same time Juan’s uncle
became seriously ill. This led poor Juan to try to avoid the lady. Nevertheless the lady found Juan,
assured him that his uncle would recover, and provided roses for Juan to carry to the bishop in his
cape or tilma.
On December 12, when Juan Diego opened his tilma in the bishop’s presence, the roses fell to the
ground, and the bishop sank to his knees. On the tilma where the roses had been appeared an
image of Mary exactly as she had appeared at the hill of Tepeyac.
Mary was "full of grace," as the archangel Gabriel said.
•She was like a glass that was filled to the very brim - no leaky holes from original sin, and
no spills from personal sin.
•God gave her this special privilege because he had assigned her a special mission - to be the
mother of Christ and the mother of the Church.
•We have not been given that same privilege, because we don't have that same mission.
•But we have been given a mission, each one of us is called to know, love, and follow Christ in a
completely unique way.
•And so we have also received God's grace, and we continue to receive it.
•If Mary was "full of grace," we are "being filled with grace."
•The more aware we are of this grace, the better we can collaborate with it, and being aware of it
means knowing what it looks like.
God bless,
Fr. Cory Rohlfing

Welcome to all those visiting us today. We invite everyone to continue to celebrate Mass with us at St.
Michael’s. Please let the parish office know if we can be of assistance to you.

LITURGICAL SCHEDULE

Saints of the week
December 13 - St. Lucy
December 14 - St. John of the Cross

December 19
Reader:
Ushers:
Servers:

Bruce Chmelik
Tim LaCanne & Tom Coffman
Serenity Overholt & Izzy Chmelik

December 24 - Christmas Eve Mass 4 pm
Reader:
Ushers:
Servers:

Georgia Quamme
Greg Dapper & Marv Donkers
Sebastian Timm & Ryan LaCanne

December 25 - Christmas Mass 8 am
Reader:
Ushers:
Servers:

Bruce Chmelik
Keith Schrader & Jason Hoaglund
Serenity Overholt & Greyson Overholt

December 26
Reader:
Ushers:
Servers:

Laura Chmelik
Tim Karl & Tim Donkers
Izzy Chmelik & Jett Smith

December money counters:
Pam Hegseth & Terry LaCanne

CONTRIBUTIONS
December 5, 2021
Adult Envelopes:
$ 3365.00
Loose Plate:
$ 398.25

IMPORTANT UPCOMING DATES
December 15 - Live Nativity 6:00-7:30 pm
December 24 - Christmas Eve Mass 4:00 pm

December 25 - Christmas Day Mass 8:00 am
December 26 - Confessions 9:00 am
January 12 - Confessions 5:30 pm
January 17 - Parish Council 7:00 pm
January 23 - Confessions 9:00 am

We pray for all our parishioners, families and friends who are in need of physical or spiritual healing,
especially, Anne Haynes, Bryce Young, Don Graunke, Marian Spindler, Donna Hollund, and Mike “Mac”
McDonald.
We pray for those in the Armed forces, especially Sergio Jr & Angela Rodriguez, Zury Hoaglund, and Zane
Hoaglund.
St. Michael the Archangel, defend us in battle, be our protection against the wickedness and snares of the
devil. May God rebuke him we humbly pray; and do thou, O Prince of the Heavenly host, by the power of
God, cast into hell Satan and all the evil spirits who prowl about the world seeking the ruin of souls.
Amen.

Live Nativity
Wednesday, December 15
6:00 - 7:30 pm
Please help us spread the joy of the birth of Jesus at the Live Nativity!
Help is needed: people in costumes to participate in the Live Nativity outside
set-up help at 5:30 pm
clean-up help at 7:30 pm
workers in the kitchen to help serve
Sign-up sheets are available on the youth bulletin board. Thank you!
For tax purposes per IRS guidelines, all contributions for 2021 must be received in or postmarked by December 31, 2021. Contributions received in 2022 but earmarked for 2021 will be added to your 2022 contribution
record. St. Michael’s must record the donation based on DATE RECEIVED, regardless of when the check is
dated. Contact the parish office with questions.
Parking Lot Campaign
We ask that you continue to prayerfully discern if you can contribute to this campaign.
Current amount in fund: $33,700.00.
Help aging religious. Elderly Catholic sisters, brothers, and religious order priests have offered their lives in
service to others—educating the young, comforting the sick, and ministering to the less fortunate. Today,
many are frail and need assistance. Your gift to the Retirement Fund for Religious helps furnish medications,
nursing care, and more. Please give generously to today’s second collection.
Thank you to everyone who donated to the Goodhue County Christmas Project. Your generosity has helped
make one family’s Christmas even brighter. May God bless you!

The 2022 contribution envelopes are ready to be picked up in the atrium.
*Please note there are no children envelopes. If you would like envelopes for your child(ren) please contact
the parish office and we will be happy to get you a box.

Eternal rest come unto him

Martin
Lucking
and let His perpetual light shine upon him.

